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The Szechwan Conferences 


The N.C.C. party consisting of the General Secre- 
tary, Dr. C. Y. Cheng, the Misses Kuan and Stallings, 
and Mr. T. H. Sun, had a safe and enjoyable trip to 
Szechwan. There were on the same ship with them 
Bishop and Mrs. C. P. Wang and six missionaries re- 
turning to their homes in the West: these were Dr. 
and Mrs. Joseph Taylor, Dr. and Mrs. W. R. Morse, 
and Mr. and Mrs. Vaught. Daily meetings were held 
on the boat, joined in by all of the above, at which 
plans were made for the three conferences that were 
then planned. The presence of these missionaries 
added much to the value of the gatherings, inasmuch 
as these N.C.C. secretaries had not previously visited 
Szechwan. 


As they passed through the bandit-infested area 
between Hankow and Shasi, a bullet whizzed overhead 
while Dr. Cheng and two fellow passengers were walk- 
ing on deck and drove them mdoors. Later, on their 
way from Kiating to Suifu, the houseboat on which 
they were travelling was held up by bandits dressed’ as 
soldiers who purported to be searching for opium. After 
a few uncomfortable minutes the boatmen succeeded in 
buying them off, and the party was allowed to proceed 
on its way without further inconvenience. 


At Chungking a five day conference was held under 
the auspices of the Szechwan Christian Council which 
had charge of all arrangements for the party while in 
the province. 


The Conference was attended by over 150 delegates 
representing four missions and churches, and all the im- 
portant mission stations in the eastern part of the pro- 
vince. The daily program had a three-fold emphasis: 
devotional, informational, and inspirational. The eve- 
ning meetings were open to the entire community, and 
were well attended. The major part of each day was 
spent in discussion meetings, the first day being given 
to mtroducing the subjects to come before the Con- 
ference, the second and third to group meetings,, and the 
last days of the Conference to reports from the groups 
which were received and considered by the Conference 
as a whole. The main emphasis had to do with the 
Five Year Movement. Those topics receiving special 
attention were Evangelism and Stewardship, Religious 
Education in the Home, Rural Work and Literacy. A 
joint communion service concluded the Conference. 


From Chungking the party proceed to Suining, 
Chengtu, Kiating and Suifu, five conferences being held 
instead of the original three. The same general subjects 
formed the basis of discussion in each, and the program 
followed was, in general, the same. The conferences 
varied somewhat in length. The conference at Chengtu 


lasted ten days and was attended by 250 delegates and 
about 100 visitors. 


The active and whole-hearted participation of the 
China Inland Mission along with all other Protestant 
bodies in West China was a feature of the meetings 


that brought great encouragement to Dr. Cheng and 
his colleagues. 


Christmas eve was spent with friends in Luchow, 
and Christmas day on a houseboat. Of their experiences 
on that day one member of the party wrote, “God 
seemed unusually near to us as we commemorated the 
coming of His Son in the beautiful surroundings on 


the Yangtze in Szechwan.” 
The Eddy Meeting: 


The success of the Eddy meetings in North China 
gave great encouragement and added enthusiasm to ‘the 
Christian workers in the south two were responsible 
for their plans. In these arrangements, local committees 
of the different cities to be visited were assisted 9 
representatives of the National Committee of the 
V. M. C. A. 


In spite of the student activities and political 
changes, meetings in East China were regarded by those 
responsible for the preliminary arrangements as very 
successtul. The meetings resulted in the starting of 
Bible study groups in various Christian schools and 
churches. They awakened a deeper consciousness of 
the need of more united efforts on the part of the 
+ sre Christian agencies in winning men to follow our 

aster. 


In Shanghai, one of the results is the starting of 
a Sunday service of worship for college graduates and 
returned students. The first service was held on Decem- 
ber 27th. It proved so successful that regular weekly 
meetings are being arranged for. A strong commitice 
is now in charge. 

Dr. Eddy is at present holding meetings in Kiu- 
kiang, Hankow and Wuchang. He expects to leave 
China the latter part of January. 


Religious Education Notes 
N. CC. K. E. 


The National Committee for Christian Religious 
Education in China has now been functioning since july 
of last year. The first meeting was held immediately 
following the All-China conference of workers in re— 
ligious education which met in Shanghai that month. 


There are now fifteen church denominations and 
Christian organizations that have officially approved and 
appointed representatives to this national committee, two 


in the case of the larger organizations, one in the case 
of the smaller. 
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The Executive Board acts as an executive com- 
mittee. It met for three days in October and will meet 
again also from February 18 to 20. The next full meet- 
ing of the N.C.C.R.E. will be in May. 


The China Christian Educational Association has 
now constituted the N.C.C.R.E. as its council on re- 
ligious education, and has asked Dr. Miao to serve 
as one of the executive secretaries. Thus the new or- 
ganization is a practical link between these two organs 
of cooperation and is in a good position to handle all 
matters of religious education as they affect both church 
and school. The Home Committee of the N.C.C. and 
also its Youth Committee and their secretaries are work- 
ing in the closest cooperation with the N. C. C. R. E. 


The World's Sunday School Association which «ent 
out Dr. Corley last year in response to an appeal from 
China, is now giving support to the new organization 
set up as a result of his visit. The question of con- 
stitutional relationships with China will be considered 
at the next convention of the W.S.S.A. at Rio (Brazil) 
next July. 


Leadership Training 


It is generally agreed that the most fundame tal 
need is for trained leaders who possess both enthusiasm 
and skill. Even “teaching materials” are secondary to 
this. A good textbook in the hands of a poor teacher 
will not accomplish much. But a good teacher with a 
poor textbook can do much more; he can throw it away 
and make somehing better. But what we aim at is good 
teachers and good materials. 


During 1932 the policy of the N. C. C. R. E. is to 
sponsor one or two special traming institutes and to 
work through all available existing agencies. It invites 
the cooperation of all who sce the urgency of this need 
for more skill in the teaching work of the Church and 
School and Home. 


At Wofossu, Peiping, April 7 to 17, 1932, a special 
training institute is being arranged under the auspices 
of the N.C.C.R.E. and the Home Committee of the 
N.C.C. The purpose will be to tackle the question of 
the religious education of children in the home, and 
the training of parents upon whom this work so largely 
depends. A North China committee is in charge of all 
arrangements, with Mrs. Murray S. Frame as chair- 
man, and Miss Ortha M. Lane and Mr. Liu I-hsin 
as secretaries. 


A second special training institute for Central China, 
is under consideration. It was to have been held last 
December at Wuchang, but owing to pressing Flood 
Relief problems it has been postponed. Further an- 
nouncements will be made when the date is fixed. 


Other conferences and summer schools that have 
been arranged during the next six months will be désl- 
ing with religious education and putting on special 
courses; e.g. the Student Secretaries Conference at 
Hangchow (January 18 to 24), the Southern Methodist 
Conference for pastors in June, summer schools at Tung- 
hsien and Cheeloo and elsewhere. It is hoped that many 
churches and other conferences of workers will yive 
special attention to their religious education problem and 


endeavor to raise the whole standard and quality of their 


work. 


At three summer resorts last year, meetings and. 
conferences were arranged to report on the All-China 
Conference and discuss religious education needs and 
problems. For this coming season plans are being ma. ſe 
to hold conferences at Kuling and Kuliang ( Foochow). 
We hope Peitaiho, Mokanshan and other resorts will 
follow suit. 


New Literature and Materials in Preparation 


The Corley Report (“Religious Education in the 
Chinese Church”) was published in English last Octoher, 
price Mex. $3.00. One thousand copies were printed 
of which all but about 100 have been disposed of. It 
has been very well received both in China and abroad. 
Letters have been received from friends who say this 
is the best Report they have read. 


The Chinese Edition of the Corley Report will be 
ready at the end of January. The price will be Mex. 
$1.00, but up to February 29 orders of five copies or 
more will be given the special price of eighty cents a 
copy. It is being distributed from the N.CCRE, 
office, 23 Yuen Ming Yuen Road, Shanghai. We invite 
readers of this Bulletin to cooperate by drawing the 
attention of their Chinese colleagues to this important 
book and by ordering copies for them. 


For primary school age, the character building series 
is available. Books I. II and III are already published. 
Rook IV is in the press. These are for school use, but 
some teachers are using them for Sunday School work. 
New material for Sunday Schools to use alongside this 
series is being prepared and is in experimental use al- 
ready. 

Mass education material is being prepared by a 
North China group using some of the material in Mrs. 
Barbour’s book and other material on the Home. Nan- 
king Theological Seminary is also working on religious 
readers for farmers. A book by Mr. Chen Kuang-chiao 


of Foochow for rural folk is already in the press 
(CJ. S.). 


In regard to material in English, an English transh- 
tion of Mrs. Barbour’s book on the Home is to be 
published by the C. I. S.; an article on “Primary Sunday 
School Curriculum” is being reprinted from the Edura- 
tional Review for January, 1931, and one or two new 
books are being translated. 


A Bibhography of books available in the field of 
religious education will shortly be published, with an 
order form to enable workers to get books easily and 


quickly. Those interested may write to the N.C.C.R.E. 
for a copy. 


The Laymen's Inquiry 


Miss Ruth F. Woodsmall, a member of the “Apprais- 
ers Commission” of the Laymen’s Inquiry, passed 
through Shanghai in early January en route to Ceylon 
where she is to join the Commission at a Conference 
to be held in Kandy. Miss Woodsmall has been serving 
as a member of the Educational Commission that has 
been studying Christian Education in Japan. 

Dr. and Mrs. D. Willard Lyon are due in Shanghai 
January 19th on their way to join the Commission at 
Singapore. They expect to be in Shanghai until January 
26th. The Commission is due to reach Hongkong on 
February 12th. The N. C. C. has been asked to arrange 
for a small group of from a dozen to fifteen representa- 
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tive Christian workers both foreigners and Chinese to 
meet the Commission in Hongkong for a brief conference 
preparatory to their starting on their visitation of differ- 
ent centres in China. 


Literacy in the Philippine Islands 


(The ery! statement is taken from the Bulletin of 


5 ei)” of the Philippine Islands under date of December 


“Illiteracy does not handicap the Philippines to so 
great an extent as it does some other nations, China 
or India, for example. It does not constitute one of 
the major social problems such as the eradication of 
tuberculosis or the cure of leprosy. But the task of 
teaching all Filipino illiterates how to read and write 
is large and difficult enough to stand near the top of 
the list of minor social problems. 


“We do not need to go at it blindly and stumble 
along until we find a smooth path to follow. The ex- 
ploratory work has been done, the underbrush has been 
cleared away and the road to success has been pretty 
well constructed. Dr. Frank C. Laubach has spent near- 
ly two years in Lanao experimenting on methods and 
has at last perfected a system which produces results 
0 amazing that most people think you are trying to 
“April fool” them when you tell them about it. It re- 
quires less than ten centavos worth of equipment for 
each person, no salaried teachers, no buildings except 
the homes where the learners live, and no red tape for 
organization and administration of classs or schools. A 
reasonably bright person can master the method and 
be prepared to teach in his own dialect in fifteen minutes. 
Almost 300 did that very thing in the Institutes recently 
conducted by Dr. Laubach in Manila, Balaoan, La Union, 
Vigan, Cebu and Iloilo. Hundreds of illiterates in Lanao 
have learned to read in less than an hour. Laubach 
says that only the most stupid Moros require even that 
long. 

“During the early months of experimentation, the 
process was slow, the number of teachers available was 
small and the illiterates were timid about coming to learn. 
But in recent months the method has been greatly sim- 
plified and the work has spread like wild fire. More 
than 23,000 have learned to read in the last eighteen 
months and the 300 volunteer teachers now report a 
monthly average of 3,000.” 


Message From American Friends Service Committee 


The following message has been received from the 
American Friends Service Committee, the organization 
through which American Friends and a large sect.on 
of the American public carried on their relief and re- 
construction work in Europe during and after the World 
War. | 


“To the peace loving world minded citizens of Japan 
and China we of like fellowship send greetings. ar 
ychology is a menace. No nation is free from it. 
The establishment of adequate methods for the peace- 
able settlement of disputes and education for world 
mindedness must be accomplished. May we extend to 
you our understanding sympathy and our desire for 
your encouragement in all peace efforts between Japan 
and China. The settlement of that difficulty will in- 
fluence the success of the 1932 Disarmament Conference 
and every effort to eliminate war. Release to all suit- 
able groups. 


Clarence Pickett.” 


— 
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Christian Higher Education in India 


The report of the Commission appointed by the 
International Missionary Council in 1930 to make a study 
of Christian higher education in India, has reached 
China. It will be remembered that this Commission 
was headed by Dr. A. D. Lindsay, Master of Balliol 
College, Oxford; the other members being Professor W. 
Adams Brown, Dr. S. K. Datta, Canon A. W. Davies, 
Dr. W. J. Hutchins, Dr. Nicol MacNicol, S. N. Mukerji, 
Esq., and Dr. Oscar M. Buck. 


The report is undoubtedly one of the most valuable 
contributions made to the study of Christian higher 
education in the mission ficld. The Dean of Manchester, 
writing in the “British Weekly“ says, “It is one of the 
most important documents that has ever reached the 
home churches from the mission fields of India, Burma 
and Ceylon. It represents on the subjects it dis- 
cusses, the best educational opinion in the service of 
the Churches in India, the United States of America, and 
Great Britain. ... Although it deals with India, and 
specifically with the problems of Higher Education in 
India, yet its findings, and any action based on these 
findings, will influence the whole trend of Foreign Mis- 
sionary activity all over the world.” 


The more important terms of reference which de- 
fined the dutics of the Commission were: “To review the 
held of service open to the Christian colleges under pres- 
ent conditions in India and to suggest ways in which 
the available resources of the Church can be more 
eficctively used for this purpose. In this review the 
Commission will inquire into the value of the mission 
college as a missionary method under present conditions 
in India, with reference both to Christian and non- 
Christian students; into the extent to which the mission 
colleges are contributing to the *upbuilding and streng- 
theming of the Church, whether they could or should 
take any share in theological training; into the effective- 
ness of the colleges in respect to their direct Christian 
teaching and of the influence which they exert in other 
ways; imto the value of hostels for students attending 
non-Christian colleges as a means of bringing Christian 
influence to bear upon the cducacted classes; and into 
the relation of the Christian colleges to the system of 
higher education in India.“ 


An excellent review of the report, written by May- 
hew appeared in the “International Review of Missions” 
for October last. The report itself should be read by 
every one holding a position of responsibility in con- 
nection with Christian higher education in China. The 
problems of Christian Education in the two countrics are 
sufficiently similar to make many parts of the report 
applicable to China. It will undoubtedly form part of 
the background of the Appraisers Group of the Laymens 
Inquiry which is now in India, as they approach the 
study of Christian education in China. 


Dr. A. G. Hogg, writing in the National Christian 
Council Review of India speaks of it as “a summons 
to an advance movement.” “By that,” he says, is not 
meant simply an enlargement of work already being 
done, for the advance recommended is movement in a 
new direction, and moreover is presented as the one 
hopeful way of changing impending rout into victory, 
and substituting for stagnation and decay abounding 
vitality and achievement.” What is sought is “the re- 
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orientation of the Christian college to the environment of 
the India of today and the revivifying of the education 
that it gives with a view to securing that it be an educa- 
tion of high Christian quality and an education at the 
same time adjusted to the specific needs of India.” 


The proportion of Christian to non-Christian stu- 
dents is in most cases smaller in the Christian colleges 
in India than in similar institutions in China, but the 
problem of making the institutions distinctly Christian 
is not essentially different. To achieve this end it is felt 
“that the college must be so limited in size or so or- 
ganized that within it Christianity can be shown as life 
in a community, that is to say, as a life lived in those 
personal relationships, and in the discharge of those 
duties, through which the essential meaning and value 
of the Christian religion are manifested.” The discus- 
sion of the distinctive religious instruction and the bear- 
ing of the “conscience clause” thereon cannot but be of 
interest to Christian educators in China. 


The L. M. S. has taken steps to provide copies of 
the report for the members of its Educational staff in 
China. The precedent is one which other societies might 
well follow, for the report is too valuable not to receive 
careful study by those concerned in any way with Chris- 
tian education in China. 


Notes And Comments 
N.C.C. Library. 


The N.C.C, is seeking to gather in its library and 
to make accessible for those who wish to examine them, 
copies of all Chinese religious books published by Chi- 
nese Protestant Christians. The Christian Publishers’ 
Association ss undertaking to issue a new and up-to- 
date index of Chinese Christian Literature at present 
on sale, and desires to secure copies of all books by 
individual publishers or publishing societies which are 
not regularly sending copies of their publications to the 
N.C.C. Your cooperation in making this possible will 
be much appreciated by everyone who desires to know 
what Christian literature is at present available. The 
N. CC. is further endeavoring to keep up-to-date a rec- 
ord of all books that are being written and will be 
glad to include in its files the title and subject of book 
or books which are now being written. It is prepared 
to respond to inquiries regarding books in preparation, 
in so far as this information is supplied to the Librarian. 


World Day of Prayer. 


The Federation of Women's Boards of Foreign 
Missions of North America has issued a call to prayer 
to the women of all lands, inviting them to join in a 
union service in their own community on the World Day 
of Prayer, February 12th, 1932. A program for use 
at such services in Chinese may be secured from the 
National Christian Council at three cents per copy, ten 
per cent discount on orders of fifty or over. 


Change of Price for the Chinese Bulletin 


“Chung Hwa Kwei Tsu” 


The cost of the Chinese Bulletin (he from 
Ist of January, 1932, will be fifty cents including postage 
instead of twenty cents. 


This is a monthly publication with ten numbers per 
year except for July and August. 

Present active workers in the Christian churches 
and organizations which are constituent members of the 
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Council will still be supplied free, unless they wish to 
share in its publication costs. 


Registration of Cheeloo University 


Cheeloo University received just before the close 
of 1931 official notification of the acceptance of its 
petition for government registration. The translation 
of the notice received through the local Bureau of 
Education reads as follows: 


“Cheeloo University has applied for registration. 
Inspectors were sent by the Ministry to investigate. Ac- 
cording to the report of this inspection the condition 
and management of this institution are satisfactory. 
Registration is therefore granted.” 


Following this a few points are noted in which 
some readjustment is necessary, but these are not such 
as are likely to cause any great trouble. 


“This culmmation of the labors of many people 
through several years will be received with satisfact on 
by very many, but by none more than by the many 
graduates of Cheeloo who have suffered or were likely 
to suffer disabilities through the non-registration of 
their alma mater. The hundreds of medical graduates 
will now be able to register in proper form and not 
fear that they may suddenly find themselves refused 
a licence to practise medicine. Teacher and principals 
of middle schools throughout this province and other 
provinces who had been asked to resign because their 
graduation from a non-registered University stood in 
the way of the registration of the middle school in 
which they were working will now be able to retain their 
posts and no doubt many middle schools which have 
hitherto been refused registration will now be able to 
secure it. We rejoice with these and others to whom 
this news will bring good cheer, and we trust that 
this landmark in our history as a University will be 
the beginning of a career of even wider usefulness than 
we have known in the past.” 


Meetings Ahead 
Jan. 18-24. Conference of Student Secretaries of 
Y.M.C.A. and Y.W.C.A. at Hangchow. 
Jan. 29-Feb. 3. Conference on Christian Literature, at 
Hangchow. 
Feb. 16-24. Meeting of the Fukien Synod of the Chung 
Hwa Sheng Kung Hwei, Foochow. 
Feb. 17. Meeting of Wenchow District Conference of 
United Methodist Church at Wenchow. 
18-20. National Committee for Christian Re- 
ligious Education Executive Board Meeting. 
Feb. 21. Meeting of Ad Interim Committee, N.C.C. 
Feb. 22-27. Meeting of the Religious Education Com- 
mittee of the Methodist Episcopal Church, Shanghai. 
March 1-9. East of Asia Conference of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. 
March 4-5. Meeting of Chung Hwa Sheng Kung Hwei 
on Unity. 
March 10-12. Executive Committee of the N.C.C. 
March 10-20. Conference on Home Economics under 
the auspices of the Home Committee of the N.C.C. 
Shanghai. 
April 7-17. North China Conference on Religious 


Education for Children and the Home, Wofossu, 
Peiping. 


Feb. 
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